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Parallel Processing With the Propeller--Made Easy! "This book should find a place on any

Propellerhead's bookshelf, between Parallax's Propeller Manual and its Programming and

Customizing the Multicore Propeller volumes." Make: 24 Programming the Propeller with Spin: A

Beginner's Guide to Parallel Processing walks you through the essential skills you need to build and

control devices using the Propeller chip and its parallel processing environment. Find out how to use

each of the identical 32-bit processors, known as cogs, and make the eight cogs effectively interact

with each other. The book covers Propeller hardware and software setup, memory, and the Spin

language. Step-by-step projects give you hands-on experience as you learn how to:  Use Propeller

I/O techniques with extensive Spin code examples Display numbers with seven segment displays

Create accurate, controlled pulse sequences Add a 16 character by two line LCO display Control

R/C hobby servos Use motor amplifiers to control small motors Run a bipolar stepper motor Build a

gravity sensor-based auto-leveling table Run DC motors with incremental encoders Run small AC

motors  You'll also find hundreds of lines of ready-to-run documented Spin code as well as PDFs of

all the schematics on McGraw-Hill's website: Downloads available at

www.mhprofessional.com/computingdownload "This book should find a place on any

Propellerhead's bookshelf, between Parallax's Propeller Manual and its Programming and

Customizing the Multicore Propeller volumes." Make: 24
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I've have experience with other microcontrollers, but wanted a quick way to get started with the

Propeller. There aren't many books on the topic, so I decided to buy this one. I'm sad to say that I

was disappointed in the quality of the content and the quality of the book printing/binding.First we

will talk about the quality of the content:-The programs included are a bit long-winded for clarity,

which is fine. What isn't okay is comments on lines that were copied and pasted and never updated

(i.e. not changing high to low in a comment).-The terminology used is sometimes wrong and the

schematics often show LEDs backwards. Pinouts for LCD experiments change between codes

forcing code alteration or re-wiring.- One entire chapter had figure captions with the wrong figures! A

once over of a pre-print should have solved this.- The code is "available online", which generally

means a download of a zip file containing folders of neatly organized code. The code for this book is

all crushed together as text on a single webpage forcing you to hunt for the portion you are looking

for.- Photos of the experiments show a setup on a messy workbench with towels, cell phones, and

other misc. debris crowding the view. A clear photo should be taken in a clean, well contrasted

area.- The content is FAR too repetitive, sometimes on purpose, sometimes as a result of what

looks like quickly and poorly edited paragraphs.- The given parts list is incomplete and quoted

prices are sometimes far off the mark. Some parts say "Available from XXXX", but contain no part

number.
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